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Sox and the Patriots. Reverse Hzomm love-hate feel-
ings and you have the Bostonian Karas. . -
_- They are inextricably bound througha -
2-year-old named Matthew, who was given life by
Welling, his father, and whose life was extended
by Karas, a stranger. The adults met in January,
more than a year after Karas donated bone mar-
row to Matt, who'had a potentially fatal mmsmmo
condition.
With glee, Karas taunts, “Matt now smm Wma
Sox blood in him.” Welling winces, then reminds
Karas of the Yankees’ glorious legacy and of the :
Red Sox’ mowssw.%mvm_gsv-no_.:m._wﬁm_% mSEm‘ :
Then he pays tribute to his son’s savior.
Sports played out via the Big >g_m-wmmb8§
rivalry have injected levity into a grave situation,
one that dates from Matt’s infancy. Matt, Mike and.
Susie’s firstborn, barely ate. E%m_omcaomm SEQ-
can progress to leukemia, was m:mvmnnma
But after his eyes began quivering, Mattre-
ceived a diagnosis of osteopetrosis, an illness that.
‘prevents recycling of bone matter. Ma ull
“had become mc:onamzw amsmm vnmmmsm on his

‘his eyesight and hearing.
" Soon, aregistry that collects Ea storésinfor- |
imation on bone-marrow samples was sending ur- - |
mmE messages to a 49-year-old father of three in
womﬁos m.&mms %m.&,m n.&.:% Nw:wm  had m@:& up.

are ranked for compatibil-
). Karas mnonma a9 with Emﬁ
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kees. mﬁm<m Karas supports the Red Sox and nrm e
z.mamv_ma for <<m=5mm son, Matthew,2. |

n.. he blackout Eﬁm& §m< ex-  ball, “js more om a Q:Sr hitter than >.w8 Ea
: _that a certain T-shirt popular in Boston msoca
now read, “Yankees Irrelevant.” Wi
i i fire, wmmmn_:m ‘that Tom Brady’s knee EQ was a.
K mm,w home, a “residual effect” of a pounding from the Giants.
‘- Mindful that about half of the two dozen fam-
ilies he befriended at Memorial Sloan-Kettering
have had their children die, Welling had hoped to
" ‘mark his family’s good fortune with gameat
S §Ewmm Stadium. But Matt; still with _chn.mﬁ
.m_mE andbalance, :wm not sufficiently nm8<mnma
- Instead, they were scheduled to toast Matt’s
“healthata m&m with supporters in Rye, N.Y,,on’
m&m& the middle aw% of the wmmmos.o_om_:m
ankees-Red Sox series. For his ﬁmﬁ Karas he
Emnm.ma his employer, Aflac, the i insurance co;
-~ pany, to promote bone-marrow aosmaozm c% its:
- staff and customers. ...
U .~ . The <<m=_=mm must wait until next mommos 8
; We «m::m enemy 838%.,, _<E6 - give Matt: — whose red hair smacks the footwear"
_said of th émE:m% visit. They hit it off with * color of Karas’s favorite team — his first bite of
(5 big-league baseball. As the friendly foes trade in-
_ remained gca%Bo: 8 the <<m=Emm fora %mma. Sien ! : & ¢ - sults,Karas offers tobreak him in at Fenway.
‘ , " . Welli 0 : To which Susie Sm:_:m blurts, “No, thank -
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